
Draft-not yet approved  TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Town of Ulysses 

May 10, 2022 
 

Audio of the minutes are available on the website at ulysses.ny.us. 
The meeting was held via videoconference on the Zoom platform. 

Videoconference chat is saved in the appendix. 
Notice of Town Board meetings are posted on the Town’s website and Clerk’s board. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 

TOWN OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Supervisor- Katelin Olson 
Board members- Michael Boggs, Rich Goldman, Roxanne Marino, Mary Bouchard 
Town Clerk- Carissa Parlato 
Attorney for the Town- Nathan VanWhy 
Second Deputy Supervisor/Budget Officer- Michelle E. Wright 
 
OTHERS: 
In person: (none) 

 
Via Zoom: 
Anne Koreman (Tompkins County Legislator), Courtney Kempski, Erick 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion: 

Mr. Boggs moved that the agenda for May 10, 2022 be approved. This was seconded by Ms. Marino and passed 
unanimously. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
(none) 

LIAISON/CHAIR REPORTS: 
Ms. Koreman shared the following information: 
• COVID updates: 

o Tests & masks available for distribution 
o 2 more deaths, some hospitalizations 

• 2023 budget process started (ends in November) 
• Podunk Rd bridge will be replaced- will take about 2 years 
• Airport is trying to get more low-cost carriers to increase accessibility 
• Redistricting (state):  

o Will need an extra primary 
o Poll-workers salary raised to a living wage 

• Redistricting for Tompkins County: 
o Will change number of legislators 
o This district (#5) may increase in size 
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o Public is welcome at meetings and to share input 
• Foreclosure sale is coming up- no properties in Ulysses on docket 
• The county’s Community Recovery Fund ($6.5 million) project is moving along under the leadership of a 

consultant 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Mr. Goldman moved to go into Executive Session at 7:13pm for the purpose of discussing proposed litigation 
and matters related to the appointment and employment of particular persons. This was seconded by Mr. 
Boggs and passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Goldman moved to end executive Session at 7:44pm. This was seconded by Ms. Marino and passed 
unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

PLANNER RECRUITMENT/ZONING ENFORCEMENT UPDATES 

Ms. Olson noted that there are a few applicants for the Planner position. The application deadline is 5/31. 
 
Ms. Marino reminded the board that they agreed to hire a zoning officer a few meetings ago. She feels that it 
is a prudent action since it will take a new planner a while to get up to speed and with the board working on 
so many other projects, this would help reduce the workload in the planning/building office. She suggests 
advertising for a part-time zoning officer for this year and next and then after that time re-evaluating whether 
the position is still needed.  
 
Ms. Olson expressed concern over hiring someone for just 18 months. She added that Mr. Zepko will now be 
attending planning board meetings so that will be helpful for that area. She stated that she thinks it would be 
better to hire a planner before hiring the planner’s subordinate (zoning officer). 
 
Mr. Boggs felt that they should wait longer and reassess.   
 
Ms. Marino agreed that they could wait if Mr. Zepko is going to help with meetings.  
She requested further discuss of the comprehensive plan update at an upcoming meeting. 

RESOLUTION FOR PLANNING GRANT FOR TOWN CULVERT REPLACEMENT 

RESOLUTION #74 OF 2022: AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A PLANNING GRANT FOR TOWN-
OWNED CULVERTS 
WHEREAS, the Town is responsible for the maintenance of Town-owned culverts; and 

WHEREAS, a planning grant would enable the Town of undertake an assessment of two or three of the 
most significant Town-owned culverts through the lens of water quality, prioritized based on known 
degree of need and importance, to best determine how to manage, repair, or replace these important 
resources that are vital to the health and safety of Town residents; and    

WHEREAS, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, through the Consolidated 
Funding Application process, has made funding available for “Stream Culvert Repair and Replacement” 
planning grants for up to $30,000 with a 10% local match that will enable the Town to seek funding of 
undertake necessary improvements;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
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RESOLVED THAT the Town Board approves of MRB Group, the Town’s designated engineering firm, to 
submit an application on the Town’s behalf for a planning grant for up to $30,000 for “Stream Culvert 
Repair and Replacement;” and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Board approves the expenditure of up to $5000 for the completion of 
the grant application by MRB Group and authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign any contracts related 
to the execution of the grant application.  

Moved: Mr. Goldman  Seconded: Ms. Bouchard 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

UPDATED 284 AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO THE EXPENDITURE OF CHIPS FUNDS 

RESOLUTION # 75 OF 2022: UPDATING THE 2022 HIGHWAY 284 AGREEMENT 
RESOLVED that the board accept the updated 284 agreement as presented. 

Moved: Ms. Olson  Seconded: Ms. Bouchard 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

NY STRETCH CODE UPDATES AND DISCUSSION 

Ms. Marino updated the board, on the NY energy-saving building code (stretch code). She noted that 
information was shared with the public in the town’s newsletter last Friday (May 6). She shared answers to 
questions that board members had at the last meeting regarding the following: 

• June 30th deadline- the town will still get points toward future energy grants even if they don’t adopt 
the code by then  

• Enforcement- the board could pass the law in September but not begin enforcing until January. This 
would allow for more time to educate property owners and builders on the new rules. 

 
Ms. Olson suggested coordinating a public education session along with the Village of Trumansburg as they 
are considering adoption as well.  

RURAL WATER STUDY UPDATES AND DISCUSSION 

RESOLUTION #76 of 2022: TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEW YORK RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION (NYRWA) 
SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PROGRAM 
WHEREAS, the NYRWA’s federally-funded Source Water Protection Program provides technical 
assistance at no charge to rural and small communities for the development and implementation of 
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local source water projection plans designed to prevent the deterioration of water resources used for 
drinking water; and 

WHEREAS, NYRWA’s Source Water Protection Specialist is qualified and available to assist the Town of 
Ulysses with developing a source water protection plan that involves the following elements: defining 
the water supply resources to be protected; identifying current and potential threats to the quality and 
quantity of drinking water resources; recommending and implementing measures to reduce threats to 
drinking water resources; and planning for the future, including water supply emergency events; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Ulysses seeks to further develop its water resources planning and management 
strategies as listed above, and to coordinate development of a source water protection plan with a 
review and revision of the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Ulysses will take the following steps to develop and implement a 
source water protection plan: 

• Form an advisory planning team/committee of 7 people to include one or more Town board 
members, representatives from other Town of Ulysses boards and standing committees or 
staff, private citizens with expertise or a strong interest in water issues and /or public health, 
and members of applicable community groups. 

• With the help of NYRWA, the planning team will hold a source water protection workshop with 
invited representatives from governmental entities that have the authority (or potential 
authority) to protect source water in the planning area; 

• Work with the NYRWA Source Water Protection Specialist to identify water supply resources 
and potential threats using information from resources including a town-wide survey of 
drinking water issues, to be undertaken as an update to the Ulysses Water Needs survey and 
report completed in 2009; 

• Recommend and implement management strategies to protect identified water sources; 

• Review and approve a source water protection plan; and 

• Periodically review and update the source water protection plan as necessary. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Ulysses designates Town Board member Roxanne Marino 
as the liaison to coordinate work with the NYRWA on this project. 

Moved: Ms. Bouchard  Seconded: Mr. Boggs 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

NEW BUSINESS: 

APPOINTMENT TO YOUTH COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION #77 of 2022:  APPOINTMENT TO THE YOUTH COMMISSION 
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WHEREAS, the Town of Ulysses is fortunate to have gifted and dedicated individuals willing to serve on 
our boards and committees; and 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Weatherby is a very well-qualified applicant with a diverse range of professional 
and personal skills, is currently active in many youth programs throughout the Town, and has 
demonstrated her commitment to public service through volunteering and leadership in Ulysses;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board appoints Elizabeth Weatherby to serve as an 
at-large representative on the Youth Commission for a term ending on December 31, 2022.  

Moved: Mr. Goldman  Seconded: Mr. Boggs 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

PROPOSED COUNTY ABSORPTION OF DUTIES RELATED TO ASSIGNING OF ADDRESSES 

Ms. Olson shared that the county is considering taking over addressing for emergency purposes. In Ulysses, 
the Town Clerk has this task and is supportive of the change. 
 
STAFF REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Ms. Marino shared the following:  

• CWIO is working on a priority list for land use/water resources and would like municipalities who agree 
to pass a resolution in support. Ms. Marino will send draft resolution. 

• Community Choice Aggregation- she has received updated information and will share with the board.  
 
Mr. Boggs shared that he is working with Ms. Marino on the Special Events Permit update. When they have 
completed a draft, it will come back to the town board for discussion. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• May 12 – All staff/board training (in-person and Zoom) 
• May 24 – Regular Board Meeting 
• June 14 – Regular Board Meeting 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Ms. Marino suggested a wording change in the April 12 public hearing minutes and the clerk agreed. 

RESOLUTION #78 of 2022:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
RESOLVED, that the Ulysses Town Board approve the meeting minutes from April 8, 2022 (special 
meeting), April 12, 2022 (public hearing), April 12, 2022 (regular meeting), and April 26, 2022 (regular 
meeting) as amended. 

Moved: Mr. Boggs  Seconded: Ms. Bouchard 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
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Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS: 
RESOLUTION # 79 of 2022:  BUDGET MODIFICAION 
RESOLVED that the Ulysses Town Board approves the 2022 budget modifications as follows: 

 
Moved: Ms. Bouchard  Seconded: Mr. Boggs  

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: 
RESOLUTION # 80 of 2022:  PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: 
RESOLVED that the Ulysses Town Board has reviewed and approves payment of claims for: the HB fund 
(Cemetery Bridge Replacement Project) voucher 39 in the amount of $1,356.60 and for all other 
funds vouchers numbered 182 through 237 in the amount of $55,549.06 
 

Moved: Mr. Boggs  Seconded: Ms. Bouchard 

Olson  aye 
Boggs  aye 
Bouchard aye 
Goldman aye 
Marino  aye 
 
Vote: 5-0 
Date Adopted: 5/10/22 



7 
 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR (3 min limit per person) 
(none) 
 

OTHER: 
Ms. Olson gave an update on Camp Barton, noting that the group (representatives from Ulysses, Trumansburg 
and Covert) are considering formation of an LDC (local development corporation) (formation of a 3rd party 
entity) for the purposes of managing the property. This has been done in Chautauqua County. 

ADJOURN 
Mr. Goldman made a move to adjourn at 9:03pm. This was seconded by Ms. Bouchard and passed 
unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted by Carissa Parlato, Town Clerk 
5/18/22 
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APPENDIX I: 


	Audio of the minutes are available on the website at ulysses.ny.us.
	The meeting was held via videoconference on the Zoom platform.
	Videoconference chat is saved in the appendix.

